


IEEE-RAS SPRING  ADCOM MEETING MINUTES 
2009 May 18 09:00 - 14:00 
Kobe, Japan 


* ROLL CALL 

PRESENT: Bruno Siciliano (President), Kazuhiro Kosuge (President-Elect), 
Frank Park (Secretary), Xiaoping Yun (Treasurer), Alicia Casals 
(VP-Member Activities), Peter Luh (VP-Publications Activities), 
John Hollerbach (VP-Conference Activities), Alex Zelinsky 
(VP-Industrial Activities), Hajime Asama, Ruediger Dillmann, 
Toshio Fukuda, Jean-Paul Laumond, Roland Siegwart, Peter Corke, 
Alessandro De Luca, Stefano Stramigioli, Shigeki Sugano, Satoshi Tadokoro, 
Nancy Amato, Fumihito Arai, Antonio Bicchi, Hideki Hashimoto, David Orin, 
Carol Reiley, Richard Volz (Jr Past President), 
Rosalyn Snyder (Society Administrator). 

ABSENT: Ian Walker (VP-Financial Activities), Ken Goldberg 
(VP-Technical Activities), Vijay Kumar, Lynne Parker, Aude Billard, 
Robin Murphy (Parliamentarian) 


* APPROVAL OF PAST MINUTES 

Minutes approved. 


* STATE OF THE SOCIETY 


* REPORTS 

-Conference Activities Board (John Hollerbach) 
-ICRA 2009 (Kazuhiro Kosuge) 
-ICRA 2010 (Wesley Snyder) 
+Request by Wesley Snyder that the 2010 organizing committee be given 
more freedom in organizing the conference banquet and reception, to 
deviate from past practices. 
-Publications Activities Board (Peter Luh) 
-Industrial Activities Board (Alex Zelinsky) 
-Member Activities Board (Alicia Casals) 
+Suggestion by K. Kosuge and T. Fukuda to reconsider choice of directors 
for summer doctoral program---currently Paolo Fiorini and Ruediger 
Dillmann--for more balanced geographical distribution and accurate 
reflection of participants. 
+Suggestion by R. Volz to report annual RAS membership data using August 
rather than March statistics. 
-Technical Activities Board (Eugenio Guglielmelli) 
-Technical Communities Ad-Hoc Committee (William Hamel) 
-Awards Committee (Richard Volz) 
-Financial Activities Board & Treasurer's Report (Xiaoping Yun) 
-Electronic Products and Services Board (Stefano Stramigioli) 
-Nominations Committee (Richard Volz) 
-Long Range Planning Committee (Kazuhiro Kosuge) 
-Systems Council Report (Bruno Siciliano) 

* CONSENT AGENDA 

[09-S-01] Motion to approve the list of conferences 
as proposed by CAB (J. Hollerbach). 
Result: 19 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain (T. Fukuda) 


* DISCUSSION AGENDA 

[09-S-01] Move that the Ad hoc Committee on Vice President Elections, 
in consultation with the Nominations Committee and the Constitution 
and Bylaws Committee, develop the proposed changes to the Bylaws 
and RAS Policies and Procedures Manual to implement the Model B 
Confirmation Model. Further, they will report back to the AdCom 
at the next scheduled meeting with the proposed changes (presented 
by D. Orin). 
Result: Approved (18 yes, 0 no, 1 abstain). 

[09-S-02] Move that RAS not be a technical sponsoring society 
for the new IEEE Transactions on Affective Computing & 
Intelligent Interaction (presented by P. Luh). 
Result: Withdrawn by Peter Luh. 

[09-S-02-1] Amended motion: Move that RAS approve technical 
co-sponsoring of the new IEEE Transactions on Affective 
Computing & Intelligent Interaction (presented by T. Fukuda). 
Result: Approved (10 yes, 2 no, 2 abstain). 

[09-S-03] Move that RAS establish a Society Member Digital 
Library that will include T-RO, T-ASE, and ALL RAS conferences 
online. The price will be $40/member and $20/student member. 
The intent is to better serve members during these difficult 
economic times, and to promote RAS membership as well as 
our transactions and conferences. The above will be reviewd 
after three years (presented by P. Luh). 
Result: Approved (15 yes, 0 no, 2 abstain). 

[09-S-04] Move to approve the proposed 2009 RAS periodical page 
budgets and subscription rates (presented by P. Luh). 
Result: Approved (17 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain). 

[09-S-05] Move  to approve the new RAS technical committee 
on performance evaluation and benchmarking of robotic and 
automation systems (presented by E. Guglielmelli). 
Result: Approved (16 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain). 

[09-S-06] Move to provide $10000 for event logistics at the ICRA 
2010 Challenge with proper backup of the expenses after 
the event (presented by A. Casals). 
Result: Rejected (5 yes, 8 no, 4 abstain). 

[09-S-07] Move to establish a CASE Best Application Paper Award 
(presented by R. Volz) 
Result: Approved (13 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain). 

[09-S-08] Move to authorize the awards committee to prepare a 
proposal for splitting the Pioneer Award in Robotics and Automation 
into two Pioneer awards, one for robotics and one for automation 
(presented by R. Volz). 
Result: Approved (8 yes, 0 no, 6 abstain). 

[09-S-09] Move that the rule requiring at least one more nominee 
than the number of awards given be rescinded for the following 
four awards: Distinguished Service, Saridis, Inaba, and 
Government/Industry Early Career (presented by R. Volz). 
Result: Approved (14 yes, 0 no, 3 abstain). 

[09-S-10] Move to change wording of Article II, Section 5 of the 
society by-laws for adcom nomination as follows: 
"...At these meetings the Nominations Committee shall submit 
to the AdCom at least one nominee for each of these offices. 
Other candidates may be nominated. A majority of those voting 
is required for election. If no candidate receives a majority 
vote, the individual with the least number of votes shall be 
dropped and a new vote taken. In the case of a tie for the 
least number of votes, a runoff between those two candidates 
will be held..." (presented by R. Volz). 

[09-S-10-1] Amended motion: original motion revised to 
"...A majority of those voting is required for election. 
If no candidate receives a majority vote, a new vote will 
be taken for the individuals with the two highest number 
of votes...." 
Result: Approved (15 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain). 

* NEW BUSINESS 

-Discussion on ICRA2011: Protests were lodged at the suggestion 
by a CAB member that RAS withdraw support for ICRA 2011 in Shanghai, 
as a result of program chair Max Meng having failed to properly 
close a past society conference. 

-Discussion on the extent of the conference board's influence 
in the local organization of ICRA 2010: W. Snyder suggested 
the formation of an ad hoc committee to discuss the extent to 
which CAB can influence future local organization of ICRAs. 

-Discussion on potential conflict of interest involving the 
nominations committee chair. This issue was further discussed 
at an executive session following the closing of the Adcom 
meeting, where it was resolved that there was no conflict 
of interest, with no further action taken. 


* ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT ADCOM MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT 

Next RAS AdCom meeting will be held in St. Louis, MO, USA 
(during IROS 2009) on Thursday 15 October 2009, 09:00 - 14:00 

(MINUTES RECORDED BY RAS SECRETARY FRANK PARK---LAST 
UPDATED AUGUST 1, 2009) 

==================================================
