Robotics and Automation

Technology Commercialization Award

A Proposal to the

IEEE Robotics and Automation Society
Background:  Results of research in robotics and automation are often of direct importance for commercial application, and it is important for the IEEE Robotics and Automation Society to recognize these contributions.   By encouraging a category of ICRA papers that focus on the commercialization of technology, members would benefit by highlighting the application of research results.  In addition, industry would be attracted to the RAS and its activities, and would be encouraged to team with researchers in the development of new systems and applications.  
Description: The award would be given annually to the best ICRA paper that demonstrates the commercialization of fundamental robotics and automation technology resulting in the development and sale of a product by a commercial entity.  Such a paper would:

1. Be authored by a researcher who contributed to the conceptual innovation, and an individual who has been instrumental in the commercialization process.  (In some instances, this could be the same person.)

2. Present the underlying principles of a concept, device, or system, and describe the application of those principles to a problem of practical and commercial importance.

3. Demonstrate the function and performance of a commercially available device and/or system that resulted from this work.  

4. Present and demonstrate at the ICRA any product realized commercially from the concept the authors presented before at a RA sponsored/cosponsored conference. Just a prototype product would not be acceptable.
Administration:  The award will be administered by a Technology Commercialization Committee of the Robotics and Automation Society.  Each year the Vice President for Technical Activities and the Vice President for Industrial Activities would Jointly appoint the Award Committee and a committee chair to review and select the best paper.

Eligibility:  No restrictions as to IEEE membership, organization, nationality, race, creed, sex, or age.

Prize Items:  A certificate, a plaque, and $1,000 honorarium.

Funds:  The award will be sponsored by the IEEE Robotics and Automation Society for an initial period of up to five years.  Effort will be undertaken to attract sponsorship for the award from commercial companies.

Nominee Solicitation:  Nominees will be solicited through identification of qualifying papers at the time of submission to the annual ICRA conference.

Award Committee:  The award committee shall consist of at least 5 individuals and should include at least one industry member.  The committee membership shall be geographically and organizationally diverse and representative of the technical areas of the society.

Award Committee: The Award Committee of the Robotics and Automation Society is chaired by the Senior Past President, The Chair will appoint two members for a term of one year. The Committee will solicit nominations and evaluate the qualifications of the nominees and recommend a finalist for the award.

Schedule:  Nominations are due at the time of paper review for the ICRA conference.  Qualifying papers will be identified at that time.  

Selection Criteria:  The paper should describe original work that has been translated into commercial application.  The current and future impact of the commercial product is a fundamental element of the merit for selection. 

Presentation:  The award will be presented at the annual ICRA conference banquet.

Publicity:  A call for nominations will be published as part of the call for papers for the annual ICRA conference, and also posted on appropriate IEEE and Robotics and Automation Society web pages and in the magazine.
