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Biography  
Erwin Prassler is currently a professor of Autonomous Systems at the B-IT (Bonn-Aachen Int. Center 
of Information Technology) Applied Science Institute in Sankt Augustin in Germany and co-founder 
and CEO of two robotics start-ups, Locmotec GmbH and runfun GmbH.  
Erwin Prassler received a master's degree in Computer Science from the Technical University of 
Munich in 1985 and a Ph.D. in Computer Science from the University of Ulm in March 1996. Between 
1986 and 1989, Prassler held positions as a member of the scientific staff at the Technical University of 
Munich and as a guest researcher in the Computer Science Department at the University of Toronto. In 
fall 1989, he joined the Research Institute for Applied Knowledge Processing (FAW) in Ulm, where he 
headed a research group working in the field of mobile robots and service robotics between 1994 and 
2003. In 1999, Prassler joined GPS Gesellschaft für Produktionssysteme GmbH in Stuttgart as director 
of the department for Project Management and Technology Transfer. Five years later in February 2004, 
Prassler accepted a position as Associate Professor at the B-IT Applied Science Institute. 
Dr. Prassler has close to 20 years of experience in the scientific coordination and administration of 
large national and European research projects with an accumulated budget of approx. 45 MEUR. He 
coordinated the German Leitprojekt MORPHA on Human Robot Interaction and the German Service 
Robotics Initiative DESIRE. He further coordinated the EU project XPERO and shared with Dr. 
Rainer Bischoff from KUKA the coordination of the EU project BRICS – Best Practice in Robotics. 
In addition he was principal investigator in a variety of other national and European research projects. 
He is currently leading the EU project ROPOD, whose objective is to develop affordable logistic 
robots for hospitals.  
Technology transfer has played a major role throughout Dr. Prassler’s professional career. It was 
therefore only consequent that he became active as an entrepreneur. In 2003 he co-founded InMach 
Intelligente Maschinen GmbH with three former colleagues. In a joint venture with Cleanfix AG in 
Henau, Switzerland, InMach developed a professional cleaning robot robo40, which counts mean-
while as the most frequently sold professional cleaning robot worldwide. In 2010, Dr. Prassler 
reduced his involvement in InMach and founded Locomotec GmbH. runfun is a spin-off of 
Locomotec, which was founded in 2014 with the objective to commercialize the first commercial 
sports robot worldwide, whose distribution starts in fall 2018: the intelligent robotic running coach 
RUFUS (www.runfun.com). 
 
Activities in professional organizations 
IEEE Robotics and Automation Society 
• Vice President for Industrial Activities (2016 – 2017) 
• Chair of RAS Standing Committee for Standard Activities (2016 – 2017) 
• Member of Conference Activities Board (2011 - 2013) 
• Member of the Industrial Activities Board (2004 – 2013) 
• Member of Award Nomination Committee (in 2010) 
• Associate Vice-President for Industrial Activities (2006 - 2009) 
• Founding Chair of the Standing Committees on Standards (2005 - 2009) 
• Founding Co-Chair Tech. Committees on Service Robots (1999 - 2005) 

Other organizations 
• Chair of eu-Robotics Topic Group Entrepreneurship (since 2013) 
• Co-chair Industrial Links in EURON (EU Robotics Research Network) (2000 - 2003) 



• National Co-ordinator in EURON II (EU Robotics Research Network) (2003 - 2007) 
• Founding Member and Board Member of the German Robotics Society (since 1999) 

Conferences 
• Co-Chair Sponsorship and Exhibition ICRA 2019 
• Co-Chair EFSC 2016 – 2018 @ IROS 2016 - 2018 
• Co-Chair Sponsorship ICRA 2018 
• General Chair ICAR 2009,  
• General Chair SSRR 2004, 
• General Chair RO-MAN 2002 
• Exhibition Chair IROS 2002 
• Co-chair FSR 2001 
 
Position Statement 
I have my roots in both robotics communities, the academic community AND the industrial com-
munity. In the past 20 years I have co-ordinated half a dozen very large national and international 
research projects, which were implemented by consortia typically involving both academic partners as 
well as industrial partners. That gave me a decent insight in the interests of both communities, which 
do not always overlap to 100%, and urged me to build bridges and seek for commonalities between 
the industrial world and the academic world.  
I am a professor for Autonomous System and I have led research teams working on the various topics 
in mobile robotics and service robotics. I am a serial entrepreneur and founded three robotics 
companies in my lifetime. Luckily they are all still alive and growing slowly but steadily, which is 
everything but granted in spite of the hype, which robotics faces these days in the venture capital 
scene and which occasionally lacks a healthy bit of realism.  
I have served in the IEEE Robotics and Automation Society since 1999 in various roles and positions 
(see enumeration above). To mention a few of them: I was the founding co-chair of the Technical 
Committee on Service Robotics and the founding chair of the Standing Committee on Standard 
Activities.  I have served in the Industrial Activities Board in the period since its foundation until 
2013 and served as Associate Vice President for two terms between 2006 and 2009 and as Vice 
President between 2016 and 2017. 
During my term as AdCom member 2019 – 2021 I would pursue two goals: one is related to my 
professional history as go-between robotics industry and robotics research and one to the stability and 
health of our society.  
Bridging the gap between robotics research and industry takes a long breath, but it is worthwhile. This is 
particular true in times, in which people worldwide with hope and with fear are looking at robotics and 
what it will bring them in the future. It is very important that research and industry together convey a 
message to these people: robotics will not solve the problems that we are currently facing on this planet 
but it can do quite a bit in alleviating at least some of them. As AdCom member I would continue to 
serve as go-between between robotics research and industry and as a marketeer for a human friendly 
robotics. 
Our society is facing major challenges these days: external ones and internal ones. As an organization 
representing the robotics research community worldwide the society needs strong and stable 
leadership, which in the first place must bother about the needs and interests of the community, which 
it serves. As AdCom member I would take it as a personal responsibility that the interests of the 
members of our community have top priority on the agenda of our society and its leaders. 
 
COMMITMENT TO SERVICE 

I, Erwin Prassler, hereby certify that if elected, I will serve as member of the AdCom of the Robotics 
and Automation Society for the term 2019 – 2021. 


