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CANDIDATE NAME KENJI SUZUKI 
 
POSITION SOUGHT IEEE RAS AdCom Member 2019-21 
 
BIOGRAPHY 

 

He is currently a Full Professor of the Faculty of Engineering, Information and Systems, and also Principle 

Investigator of Artificial Intelligence Laboratory, University of Tsukuba. He received the Ph.D. in Pure and 

Applied Physics from Waseda University, Japan, in 2003. He was a visiting researcher at the University of 

Genoa, Italy, in 1997-1999, and also at the Laboratory of Physiology of Perception and Action, at the 

College de France/CNRS, France, in 2009. He is now the director of the Center for Cybernics Research 

at the University of Tsukuba. His primary research interests include wearable robotics, assistive robotics, 

and affective computing. A special emphasis is laid on the design of empowering people, particularly for 

children and elderly with special needs. He has published more than 200 peer-reviewed papers and 

presented a number of invited talks and contributions at conferences in these areas. 

 

IEEE ACTIVITIES 
 
COMMITTEES/BOARDS: 

Robotics and Automation Society: He is a member of IEEE, served as the chair of the chapter and 

international activities committee at the member activities board (MAB) of the IEEE Robotics and 

Automation Society since 2010. Chapter of the Year Evaluation Committee, Nomination Committee. 
 
SOCIETY: 

Robotics and Automation Society:  

Associate Editor (2017-2020), IEEE Transactions on Automation Science and Engineering  
 
CONFERENCES:    
Robotics and Automation Society:  
Served as the Committee Member at several fully sponsored RAS Conferences and RAS financially co-

sponsored Conferences (IEEE ICRA, IEEE/RSJ IROS, IEEE RO-MAN, IEEE BioRob, IEEE ARSO) 
 
 
QUALIFICATIONS  
The candidate has volunteered for IEEE Society committee and Conference organization more than 10 
years. From the scientific achievement, he works in the Robotics and Automation field more than 15 
years and has published more than 10 papers for the IEEE transactions, and more than 100 papers for 
these IEEE conference proceedings. In addition to that, his entrepreneur activity regarding the business is 
also recognized as the runners-up award at the Entrepreneurship Forum and Startup Contest of the 
IROS2015. 
 
MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
- Chair and co-chair of the chapter and international activities committee at the member activities board 
(MAB) of the IEEE Robotics and Automation Society (since 2010). 
- Served as the Committee Member at more than 10 RAS conferences 
- Associate Editor (2017-2020), IEEE Transactions on Automation Science and Engineering 
 
POSITION STATEMENT 

 
I have enjoyed the volunteering work for eight years at RAS, observed the chapter and international 
activities, helped to organize RAS conferences and meetings, and had opportunities to meet with local 



leaders and members. I also contributed to develop budgets which ensured resources were available to 
support several local activities while considering the benefit for RAS.  
 
What I have learnt from these experiences is the importance of communication and collaboration among 
researchers in robotics and automation and other community members. I also had an opportunity to 
participate in a few meetings resulting in the future of RAS community and policy decisions of this 
wonderful organization. I am very proud to have served the role and really look forward to our future 
successes.  
 
Publications outcomes in robotics and automation are one of the most important activities from the 
society. We need consider the impact of papers more data than just citations. I believe that scientific and 
technological knowledge in robotics and automation benefit not only the profession but also humanity. 
From my research experiences in assistive robotics, working together with non-academia, patients, 
educators and practitioners, technologies can certainly contribute to improve the lives of humanity and 
provide viable solutions by addressing the relevant world problems. One of the RAS Mission is to facilitate 
the exchange of knowledge including the interdisciplinary nature of science. As a scientific organization, 
RAS members have a role in helping solve the challenges of the world, such as Sustainable Development 
Goals. Throughout these experiences, I would like to work to facilitate the initiation of interdisciplinary 
collaborations among this community and other professionals. 
 
Regarding the financial issue, we can reconsider our business model which currently much depends on 
membership fee and meetings revenue. We had better invest in activities to bring in new RAS members 
and make conferences and meetings more attractive, and just not continue the past activities but develop 
new ways to raise revenue. We also need make decisions to reduce activities or management load that 
does not deliver appropriate value. 
 
RAS leaders are challenged to provide services to all members in a number of different areas, including 
meetings, publications, technical activities, education, businesses and public outreach. We should 
consider that RAS has a diverse and growing membership that includes people who are active in RAS 
conferences and activities but many who only participate at the national level meetings. If given the 
opportunity to be the AdCom member, I will work even harder, in particular, to leverage the financial 
resources in order to maximize the strength of our society and community members from different sectors 
(academia, industry, entrepreneur, young researchers and students). 
 
 
COMMITMENT TO SERVICE 
I, Kenji Suzuki , hereby certify that if elected, I will serve in the position to which I am elected for the term 
of the office. 
 


